
8th Grade Family Email 
 
Dear Incoming NWMS Families: 
 
The staff at North Whidbey Middle School have begun their summer of rejuvenation and professional development in 
order to be ready for an amazing 2022-23 school year.  The lingering impacts of remote learning were certainly felt during 
the last year, and we will continue to focus on recovery this coming year.   
 
Many NWMS students demonstrated significant academic progress last school year, making more than a year’s growth in 
reading and writing as measured by standardized tests.  Our teachers will continue to deliver quality instruction to meet 
each student’s learning needs.  At the same time, students struggled to get along and treat each other with care.  We will 
continue to help students develop emotional regulation and social skills with a variety of targeted lessons and renewed 
parent partnerships.  Our mission at North Whidbey is to prepare students for high school success, and that means 
focusing on both academic and social skills. 
 
Here is some important information about the coming school year at North Whidbey Middle School. 
 
TYPICAL SCHOOL DAY 

7:20 Doors open, breakfast served 
7:45 Classes start 
2:15 Classes end 
*** Oak Harbor Public Schools will have an early release on Wednesdays.  NWMS classes end at 1:15 on 
Wednesdays. 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

August 8   NWMS Main Office re-opens, 8:00-2:00 
August 24-25  Registration confirmation, schedule pick-up 
September 2  8th Grade Orientation 
September 6  First day of school 

 
STUDENT SCHEDULES 

Students made elective requests in the spring, and core course recommendations came from 7th grade 
teachers.  Counselors will be finalizing schedules in August, and they will be available for pick-up on August 24-
25.  If you have concerns about your student’s learning needs, contact 8th grade counselor, Jenny Butler, after 
this date.  The school will prioritize schedule changes based on learning needs, and preferences for lunch or 
having friends in class will be low priority for changes to the schedule. 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
NWMS provides many materials for students to participate in classroom activities.  In addition, each student will 
receive a district-owned and programmed Chromebook, so that students can participate in Google Classrooms 
and Apps, online curriculum, and more.  We ask that families provide basic school supplies for their student, 
including: 

• Backpack or bookbag 
• Wired earbuds 

Students will carry their belongings with them during the school day.  NWMS students do not use lockers, as this 
increases school safety and makes the halls easier to walk through. 

 
Students in PE will be required to have closed-toe athletic-type shoes, athletic shorts or sweatpants, and a t-shirt 
or sweatshirt.  The PTA sells NWMS branded athletic wear, but these items are not required.  Each PE student 
will be assigned a locker and combination padlock to keep their clothes and personal belongings secure. 

 

CELL PHONES 
Students do not need a cell phone or personal electronic device at school.  They will have a Chromebook to 
access online educational resources, and every classroom has a phone, so parents can contact a student in an 
emergency by calling the main office.  More often than not, cell phones cause disruptions in school, with 
inappropriate communication and content, and loss or breakage when dropped. 

 



For students who do bring cell phones to school, here are some things to keep in mind: 
• Cell phones may not be used and need to be kept away during class time.  Teachers may confiscate cell 

phones if out or being used in class, and returned to the student or parent at a later time. 
• The school is not responsible for loss, theft, or damage to cell phones brought to school. 
• Parents are encouraged to use controls and monitoring tools to guide students in safe and legal use of 

their cell phone. 
• School officials have the ability to search student cell phones if there is reasonable suspicion that there is 

violation of law or school rules (see Board Policy 3245). 
 

NWMS will provide ongoing education for students about safe and legal use of electronic devices and social 
media.  There are plans to provide education for parents on this difficult topic, with more information coming in the 
future. 

 
 DRESS CODE 

This spring, North Whidbey Middle School formed a committee to look at dress code language and 
enforcement.  The broad conclusion of the committee’s work is that what students wear to school is primarily up 
to students and parents.  The school’s role in limiting dress focuses mainly on maintaining student safety and 
minimizing disruptions.  Here are some things to consider when shopping for school clothes: 

• Students need to wear shoes and clothing that covers their undergarments and private parts, torso and 
stomach. 

• Clothing may not have messages that promote drugs, alcohol, violence, or hate, especially of protected 
groups. 

• Students may wear hats and hoods in school.  Their faces must be visible, and teachers may ask 
students to remove hoods in order to better monitor their learning. 

 
Dress is a deeply personal decision. I encourage parents to talk with their students about the messages that 
different outfits communicate, how students want to present themselves in public, and how others form 
impressions based on one’s appearance.  If the school has concerns about your student’s attire, staff will address 
it in the least disruptive way possible.  If you have questions about student attire, I encourage you to reach out to 
the school for clarification. 

 

I hope that you take time to enjoy the summer, whether visiting family far away or exploring local wonders.  I encourage 
you to keep your student’s mind engaged during summer break by having them read 30 minutes each day, being 
physically active 60 minutes each day, visiting museums and roadside attractions, and helping out members of the 
community who need assistance.  We want North Whidbey Middle School students to operate with PRIDE -- Preparation, 
Respect, Integrity, Determination, and Empathy -- in and out of school, winter and summer.  Thank you for joining us in 
preparing your student for high school success! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Bill Weinsheimer 
Principal 
 


